The study by Nocera et al. (2007) is an interesting exercise in the commonality and thus transferability of species-habitat relations at different locations. Nocera et al. (2007:Table 4) found that Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus) occupancy and abundance were consistently associated with the height-density of May vegetation at three widely separated locations. Conversely, the occupancy and abundance of Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) differed substantially between these disparate locations and was negatively associated with vegetation in some locations and positively in others. Nocera et al. (2007:Discussion) Certainly, a unimodal relationship operating at local scales may explain their observations, but other processes may be at work here as well. For instance, their observations could be explained by constraints operating at landscape, rather than local scales (Fig.  1) . As Nocera et al. (2007) recognize, area sensitivity may very well be important to this species and may be expressed through constraints on local-scale environmental characteristics. Wiens (1985) and Wiens et al. (1987) identified cross-scale discrepancies in how birds respond to habitat; since this seminal work, a number of other publications have pointed out the potential for these contradictions (e.g., Cushman and McGarigal 2002 , Lichstein et al. 2002 , Lawler and Edwards 2006 , Thogmartin and Knutson 2007 . These reports demonstrated how species differ in the patterns of their associations at different sites and scales. One particularly apt quotation (Wiens et al. 1987:145) is relevant here: (Fig. 2) . The greatest discrepancy in vegetation characteristics occurred in the one variable that was most highly associated with abundance for Bobolink and Savannah Sparrow. Nocera et al. (2007) . The whiskers represent the range. The reported upper maximum forb cover in Iowa was incorrectly reported, i.e., it was smaller than the mean, but I have imputed a reasonable value for this discussion.
